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                   ST. PAUL WITHOUT MALMESBURY PARISH COUNCIL

                   __________________________________________________

                  ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING HELD ON 14TH APRIL 2010

                                 AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH, CORSTON

                   ____________________________________________________

PRESENT

Councillor Henderson

                                                      Hatherell

                                                      Payne

                                                      Ingham

                                                      Webb

                                                      Budgen

                                                      Barton

                                                      Lee

                                                      Gaye

                                                      Merriman

APOLOGIES                               Vincent

                                                      Pym

IN ATTENDANCE                      Councillor Thomson

                                                      Mr. Ian Mace - Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

                                                      Mrs. J. Ingham

                                                      Mrs M. Inwards - Reading Rom Committee

                                                      Mrs A. Payne - Corston & Rodbourne Church

The Meeting opened at 7.30 pm.  The Chairman welcomed and thanked all for attending.

COUNCILLOR THOMSON

The Chairman inquired upon rates on Village Halls re the Reading Room Committee.
Councillor Thomson said this is currently being looked into and he advised no payment to be made.  

The Chairman asked if there was any progress on the Playground Inspections being undertaken by Wiltshire Council  - Councillor Thomson replied there may be more details in May or June under the Leisure Review in Wiltshire.

Councillor Ingham asked about burial issues in Wiltshire and stated that he felt should be dealt with at a local level not central.  Councillor Thomson replied that the problems is running out of land or space and that preparation costs for burial grounds are very expensive - but that he was aware of this issue,

Councillor Thomson furnished all at the Meeting with an Annual Report by Cabinet Members and said that it is now over a year since the Unitory Council formed and considered to be much improved in social issues.  There are two new homes for patients with dementia and more support available for affected families,
No Libraries or Lesiure Centres have been closed.  Roads are now being slowly maintained and improved after the severe winter,

Councillor Thomson said he felt Wiltshire Council faired well working with the voluntary sector and C. A. B. and Age Concern and that more services will be readily available soon.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Thomson for this excellent report.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Minutes of the last Meting were signed as a true and correct record.

MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Ingham stated that he was not happy with the response from CouncillorThomson and that he would draft a letter to Malmesbury Town Council.

Councillor Ingham said the replacement seat at the Pond had not yet been delivered.

PARISH REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN IAN HENDERSON

I would first like to commend our councillors who have diligently met every month for our Parish Council Meetings; and who have voluntarily done so much for the care and maintenance of our parish.  Several of them have represented us at outside meetings, and undertaken committee duties.  These have included the Burial Committee, the Area Board; the Malmesbury and  Villages Community Partnership; and Planning.

Under Planning we have considered more than 50 applications, and only occasionally having to express concerns to the County.  We have not received any grants from the Area Board this year; and narrowly missed out on a Government Play Improvement grant in September.
The A429 road runs the length of our parish and is always a matter for debate.  It is gradually improving, and here we commend the Parish Stewards for the excellent way they have kept our verges in good order.  We arranged for the siting of a litter bin at the surgery bus stop, where there is now an NHS Dentist.  We are concerned at the lack of progress on the Cowbridge to Malmesbury Cycle Path, just one of the many footpaths in our Parish.  A Barley Close survey on ‘Residents Only Parking’ gained little response, and the issue therefore remains closed for now.

The War Memorial names are again in a poor condition, and work on them is under consideration.  The Reading Room area could well see some future improvements, and in this regard the new parish notice board sends out a clear message of pride.  Another one is sited at Milbourne, and we hope to gradually replace all our notice boards over time in a rolling programme.  A new board has been set up at Cowbridge where we welcome the many residents in this new parish development.

We are grateful  to all who help organise Neighbourhood Watch; the vigilance of all our residents; and the guardianship of the Police.  We have appointed a Parish tree Warden, replaced a bench at the Pond; taken possession of the Milbourne Phone Kiosk; and bought a Chairman’s Chain of Office.  This was very much in evidence when Sir Bernard Lovell opened the new road named after him at Cowbridge.  The Chairman recently waved off thousands of bikers on their Wootton Bassett Charity run at the start in the Hullavington Airfield.  Many of you may be surprised to learn that the airfield is within the southern reaches of our parish boundary.

Future Council Meetings will be held at the Cedar House boardroom, Cowbridge please note that the first ten minutes of each meeting is an ‘open forum’for members of the public to raise issued and ask questions.
                               ___________________________________

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH - IAN MACE

Mr. Mace thanked PC Louis Bowden for his past good work and welcomed

PC Steve Humphries.
Mr. Mace reported that tiles had been stolen off of Church roofs in Rodbourne and

Other Villages and that people need to be vigilant..  Also agricultural machinery and scrap metal is now fetching a high price.

We are all advised to be alert, chat to our neighbours and mention if we are away on holiday and - rather than leave a driveway empty to park a car on it, leave lights on, be aware and lock all doors even if you are in your own garden.

Mr Mace mentioned that in June the Police, Neighbourhood Watch and the Area Committee will have identical boundaries which will enable situations to be handled more efficiently and better communications,

Co-ordinators are required - Mr. Mace asked that any persons interested please contact him.

The Chairman extended a big Thank you to Mr. Mace and said we have every confidence in the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and that we are very fortunate to have Mr. Mace as Co-ordinator.
Councillor Ingham also endorsed the vote of thanks and also for sent e-mails.

TREE SURGERY - DEBORAH CLOGG - Read by COUNCILLOR GAYE

Deborah Clogg was recruited by our Council in September 2009 and her role is to be aware of any trees being removed or cut back that may have a protection order on and also any planning applications involving tree surgery or tree removal.
PLAY AREAS - COUNCILLORS GAYE

We have two play areas in Corston and on March 21st Councillor Gaye and Councillor Hatherell undertook an inspection and a written report will be presented at the next parish Council Meeting.
Councillor Lee asked if there was any necessary expenditure required - It was considered that cost would be on maintenance rather than on equipment and that it was important to ascertain just how much the play area is used and by how many children.

                                  ________________________________________

POND REPORT BY MS ANN SKINNER - Read by COUNCILLOR INGHAM

During March, Bernard Ingham saw many toads in the pond at the eastern end, sadly, mostly males.  Lets hope there were a few females so that at least some were successful at spawning.  Sadly amphibian populations across the UK are declining at an alarming rate, for a variety of reasons.  Bernard also reported on seeing the remains of a large eel and it is entirely possible they are living in the pond because they can move considerable distances overland on bright moonlit damp nights and we have seen them in previous years.  They are a fascinating species, about which we know surprising little, and they are also in decline.

There are hopes to organise a Glow Worm night in June.  The Working party is very successful and grateful thanks to all involved in the keeping of this Pond.

                                    _________________________________________

REPORT FROM MALMESBURY LEAGUE OF FRIENDS - Mr. R. CLARK
Read out by Mrs. Jane Ingham

During the last financial year up to 31.12.09 we have had an income of some

£44,846.00 and expenditure of £55,124.00

The main item of expenditure was the Mini Bus which was purchased to replace the Cartmell Centre bus which is useud by many charities and groups and we particularly wanted on for use of the Athelstan House Residents.  Other purchases were medical

Equipment for the PCC,  20 TV’s plus other equipment for Athelstan House.  We provided and erected a bench in memory of Ernie Kidd our late Chairman outside the Primary Care Unit, which is much used,  We have provided two lap top computers for physically and mentally impaired residents to use in their homes,  We also proved the majority of finance to allow the Tolsey Surgery in Sherston to instal a stairlift in the Surgery.  We have recently made a donation of over £8,000 to provise special mattresses for care of patients in their homes.  We have provided equipment to the Primary Care Unit to allow the Ear Nose and Throat Consultant to attend consultations at the Surgery.

We are in consultation at this time with the Consultant Optition from Bath and Swindon to provide specialist equipment for measuring thickness of the ey cornea which will save many patients having to travel to Bath or Swindon.

                                   __________________________________________

BUCKLEY BARRACKS - THE CHAIRMAN

Councillor Henderson said that Buckley Barracks are hugely instrumental in organising the Ride for Heroes Charity Day.

                                 ___________________________________________

THE CHURCH AND SIGNPOST REPORT - Mrs. ANGIE PAYNE

Mrs. Payne reported on her duties at the Church and mentioned that since 

Reverend Oswald retired and the Churches at Corston and Rodbourne have 

Joined with Malmesbury Abbey there is quite a change - but that all is going well.

The Signpost Magazine is proving to be a very enjoyable and popular read

Councillor Lee pointed out it is a civil magazine.

The Chairman extended grateful thanks to Mrs. Payne for all her help with her Church duties and also for preparing the Church ready for this Meeting.

                                ___________________________________________

THE READING ROOM COMMITTEE - Mrs. MAUREEN INWARDS

Mrs. Inwards reported that there are 4 Meetings a year  and that funding manly comes from the 200 Club .

Many events are held at the Reading Room - some are very well supported.

There is concern and worry over the recent Rate demand  and it is hoped that some arrangement with Wiltshire Council can be made.

There are future hopes for a car parking area which would mean that the Hall would be a more attractive proposition for events which would help funding.

The Chairman said he felt that the Hall is an advantage to our Parish and is agood Community Hall and as such that funding could be applied for from the Area Board.

The Chairman extended grateful thanks to Mrs. Inwards for her work.

                             _______________________________________________

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Lee asked if perhaps the next Annual Village Meeting could be held at the

Reading Room - although the acoustics are poor - it could be a matter for consideration.

The Meetings closed at 9.00.

The next Annual Village Meeting is on 21st April 2010.

…………………………………………Chairman

………………………………………….  Dated

